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In this issue:

T o further advance the mission of care and compassion 
to the Filipino children, the Philippine Children’s Medical 
Center (PCMC) continues to pursue excellence through 
massive investments in state-of-the-art equipment and 
facilities for accuracy of diagnosis, effective treatment, 

and efficient service delivery.

Through the leadership of the PCMC Executive Director Dr. Julius 
A. Lecciones, the ongoing construction of the eight-storey building, 
Cancer Outpatient building, and Brain Center aimed to serve more 
indigent patients across the country. The 500 bed capacity eight-storey 
building will definitely address the needs of children for advanced 
medical and surgical care. The institution was fully supported by the 
government, providing funds for the equipment on an annual basis. In 
2018, hemoperfusion and Sleepsafe Peritoneal dialysis machines were 
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purchased, with a capacity to cater to 10 patients 
per day. PCMC has also invested in modern and 
upgraded diagnostic imaging equipment such 
as picture archiving and communication system 
(PACS), CT scan, fluoroscopy, and additional 
portable X-ray machines.

PCMC has the country’s largest pediatric ICU, 
which is fully equipped with high end ventilators, 
cardiac monitors, and a portable reverse osmosis 
machine for bedside hemodialysis. The Cardiac 
Catheterization Laboratory is equipped with 
invasive cardiac monitors and ultrasound machines 
to address the need for accurate and timely 
diagnosis of pediatric heart patients.

In 2020, PCMC purchased equipment worth 
approximately PhP50 million for the newly 
established COVID-19 Testing Laboratory to 
expand PCMC’s services and contribution to the 
public. These included pippetors, pharmaceutical 
freezers, centrifuges, plasma thawers, platelet 
agitators, testing kits, and PCR machines.

This year, PCMC was fortunate to be granted 
a funding for equipment worth PhP639 million, 
which will be allotted to the Cancer OPD building 
(LINAC and MRI), Brain Center (neuro-diagnostic 
equipment such as EEG, BAER, and EMG-NCV), and 
the 8-storey building. With all these developments, 
PCMC is on its way towards achieving its goal 
as the National Reference Center for pediatric 
specialty care.

Continued from page 1

PCMC invests in equipment 
upgrades and facility development

PCMC has the largest Intensive Care Unit for pediatric patients 
in the country.

The Hemodialysis Center of PCMC is the only dialysis center for 
pediatric patients in the country. 

The Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory is equipped with state-
of-the-art diagnostic equipment.

The PCMC COVID-19 Testing Laboratory which became opera-
tional last June 23, 2020.
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The PCMC launches 3rd 
Leadership and Excellence 
Milestone Awards
By Ronnel P. Dimaala, LPT | Member, PRAISE Committee

To recognize individuals or organizations with 
admirable accomplishments and contributions 
that has significantly benefited the Philippine 
Children’s Medical Center (PCMC), Executive 
Director Julius A. Lecciones launched the 
Search for the 3rd Leadership and Excellence 
Milestone Awards.

For the last 41 years, the transformation of the 
PCMC from what was originally conceived as a 
general pediatric 
hospital, to a 
pediatric specialty 
center as it is 
today, directed 
the institution in 
its essential role 
in ensuring the 
health of every 
Filipino child.

It remains loyal to its 
mission in providing 
quality care to our 
children as the premier pediatric healthcare 
facility in the country.

The first PCMC Leadership and Excellence 
Milestone Awards, through the initiative of 
the Director Lecciones, was launched in 2010 
during its 30th anniversary celebration. The 2nd 
recognition ceremony was done in 2015, after 
5 years, in line with PCMC’s 35th anniversary 
celebration. The 3rd Leadership and Excellence 
Milestone Awards that supposedly happened last 

April 2020 in celebration of its 40th anniversary 
will be done this year 2021.

The search focused on recognizing PCMC and 
non-PCMC individuals or organizations with 
significant contributions to the health and welfare 
of PCMC patients and it’s community, and who 
devoted their time and effort in the improvement 
and advancement in the fields of health service 
delivery, excellent teaching / training and research 

d e v e l o p m e n t 
and innovation.

The objectives of 
this award are: 
1) To recognize 
individuals with 
m e r i t o r i o u s 
accompl ishments 
and contributions 
that has significantly 
benefited PCMC 
patients and its 
community and 

2) To inspire every Filipino youth to emulate 
the achievements and leadership qualities 
of the awardees.

Dr. Lecciones said, he wants that any PCMC 
and /or non-PCMC individual, groups, public 
or private entities or organizations who have 
significantly contributed to the welfare of Filipino 
children be recognized.

The date of the awarding ceremony will be 
announced soon.
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Contact Tracing:
What you need to know
By Art John D. Blanco, MSc | Lead, Contact Tracer

It has been more than a year since the pandemic 
directly hit our country, the economy and the 
healthcare system. What have you contributed 

in that past year to help lessen the 
spread of the virus? Wearing 

of face masks, face shields 
and frequent hand washing 
definitely help, but what will 
really help in combatting this 
virus is everyone’s honesty in 
filling up contact tracing forms 

and deliberately disclose their 
medical history, their current 

health status and if they 
were exposed to someone who tested 

positive for COVID-19.

It has been one of the greatest burden 
medical frontliners have to deal with, the 
failure of a positive index case who can 
be symptomatic or asymptomatic t o 
disclose their status before being 
accommodated in hospitals and other 
healthcare facilities.

Contact tracing is an effective 
disease control strategy that 
involves identifying cases and their 
contacts then working with them to 
decrease disease transmission 
including instructing cases to 
isolate and quarantine at h o m e 
voluntarily. There is no cure for 
the virus but there are measures that 
are available to stop it’s spread. What 
we do here is we identify, monitor, 
and support the positive individuals who 

have been exposed to a 
COVID-19 positive individual. 

This is a nonstop process until we reach an end 
to whoever was exposed last and monitor their 
current health status, their medical history and the 
assessment of the degree of risk of their 
exposure from a positive individual.

Contact tracing is the most 
effective and efficient way that 
can successfully break the 
chain of disease transmission 
and prevent further spread of 
the virus and I think it is the 
responsibility of everyone to 
be honest in taking these 
forms and be the source o f 
right information to educate those who 
do not understand the grave danger 
this virus brings. You may think that 
you are safe but consider your family 

that you go home to. Be responsible 
enough because everyone is 

accountable for every number 
added to the death poll and for every 
person listed as the number of active 
COVID-19 cases. With the rising 
number of COVID-19 patients, we 
can do so much by staying at home, 
and going out only as needed. We can 
actually make a difference if everyone 

will take contact tracing seriously. 
May it be filling up a form in a mall, 

in a simple establishment and filling it up 
with accuracy and honesty. Remember, 
COVID-19 is not a life sentence, it is just a 
word. A word where we can erase anytime if 
we all work on it as a team with the same 
vision and a drive to t a k e 
it into action.

workmate

CONTACT TRACING

me

CONTACT TRACING

sister

CONTACT TRACING

workmate

CONTACT TRACING
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PCMC Executive Director 
Lecciones reports back to work
By Ira Karen Apanay | Public Relations Officer III

Executive Director Julius 
A. Lecciones has reported 
back to work after his health 
has improved, almost two 
months after he tested 
positive for COVID-19.

“My health has already 
improved, and I am 100% ready to 
perform all functions, duties and 
responsibilities, as the Executive 
Director of this medical center,” 
Director Lecciones said.

Director Lecciones came back 
to work last April 27, 2021, 
and the first thing he did 
was to create and meet the 
PCMC Transition Management 
Team in preparation for his 
retirement this July.

“The transition management 
team will facilitate the orderly and systematic 
process in endorsing administrative, operational 
and priority projects to the next Executive 
Director,” he explained.

The functions of the team are: 1) to coordinate all 
major transitions or changes within the hospital, 
such as financial, capital investments, operational, 
and governance policies and procedures; 2) 

develop transition plans and 
documents to outline project 
status and expectations, scope 
schedules, and budgetary; 3) 
disseminate information on any 
major changes in PCMC, such 
as new financial protocols, 
SOPs and policies; 4) ensure 
that the transition process is 
planned and carried out in an 
efficient and timely manner; 5) 
involve and update all parties 
concerned in the transition 
process including its progress; 
and 6) provide guidance during 
unforeseen and unplanned 
changes/ events in all areas of 
hospital operations during the 
critical transition process.

My health has 
already improved, 
and I am 100% 
ready to perform all 
functions, duties and 
responsibilities, as 
the Executive Director 
of this medical center.

-Director Lecciones

PCMC Executive Director Julius A. Lecciones attends virtual meetings.
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The PCMC “Aruga” Project: 
Bridging Health Gaps
through Technology
By Christian M. Romasanta, R.N. | Project Coordinator

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused serious complications 
to the health and safety of the 
population. Here at the Cancer 
and Hematology Division, 
telemedicine was used to 
bridge the gap between 
healthcare professionals and 
pediatric cancer patients 
empowering all stakeholders to 
continue providing the needed 
care despite the limitations of 
physical interface.

The concept of “Aruga sa 
Batang May Cancer” (ABC) 
Initiative Telemedicine Platform 
was approved last September 
5, 2019 and was intended to 
“enable the continuation of 
essential health services to 
patients while staying safely in 
their residences.”

The program was envisioned 
to address the possible influx 
of patients and mitigate the 
risks posed by the projected 
heavy human traffic during 
face-to-face consultations. It 
was also intended to support 
collaboration with other health 
disciplines by coordinating 
access to allied health 
experts through telemedical 

consultation services using 
virtual platforms. Likewise, 
it ensures the efficient, safe 
and secure use of digital 
technology in order to come up 
with an updated cancer registry 
of the Division.

Initially, the “Rural Health Unit 
Teleconsultation” was the 
only mode of service delivery. 
Consultants of PCMC who can 
conduct consultations with 
their clients from far flung areas 
supported by the Peripheral 
Node Rural Health Units or 
other applicable public health 
units from the patient’s locality 
have been invited by the ABC 
Initiative Researchers to help 
widen the reach of this project.

Currently, 190 consultations 
were recorded and 158 patients 
enrolled in this project.

Using this mode of service 
delivery, local physicians act 
as supporting professionals 
for consultants situated 
in PCMC decreasing the 
financial strain and effort 
shouldered by patients and 
their families. Peripheral Nodes 
were identified from various 

locations namely: RHUs from 
Laguna, Bulacan, and Rizal, 
where a significant number of 
patients were situated. This 
model aimed to address cases 
involving abandonment of 
treatment as well as improve 
the accomplishment reports 
of the institutions involved. It 
also gives the involved Rural 
Health Units an opportunity 
to get in touch with their 
constituents and regularly 
monitor them through their 
own programs improving their 
healthcare coverage.

Aware of the challenges in 
physical and human resources, 
the division continued to 
display resilient measures 
as it finds ways and means 
to continue rendering care 
to children with cancer and 
hematologic disorders.

It is hoped that these pioneering 
projects will catapult PCMC to 
greater heights while keeping 
its core mission and vision firmly 
anchored on providing optimum 
care with the minimum possible 
financial burden to children and 
their families.

PCMC Consultants conduct virtual consultations using Aruga sa Batang May Cancer Initiative Telemedicine Platform.
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Mid year of 2019 until February 2020, my 
granddaughter was diagnosed with Leukemia, 
cancer of the blood. In such predicament, the 
sorrowful, daunting feeling engulfed our family, 
kins and friends.

We eventually landed at the doorstep of the 
Philippine Children’s Medical Center (PCMC) 
in Quezon City. It is a hospital that specifically 
caters to children afflicted with the dreaded big 
C. Our faith became stronger as we steadfastly 
prayed for His healing grace, and trusted in the 
expertise of the PCMC team of doctors assigned 
to Asia’s medical case.

Our stay at the hospital needless to say was 
long. Though this was expected, I was quite 
amazed how we seemingly breezed through these 
challenging times. Looking back, it was due to the 
fact that we have full acceptance of the situation. 

We fortified ourselves with prayers, as many also 
prayed for Asia. PCMC, our home for almost eight 
months, was a warm, caring place and has the 
wellness of its patients at heart. As a mother and 
grandmother, together with the patient, we had 
this experience first hand.

The non-medical staff were ready to help and 
always had encouraging words as we encountered 
them in various transactions. The medical team 
is a bunch of dedicated experts in their field of 
specialization. We had lots of questions and they 
patiently and gladly explained. These doctors 
conveyed to us clearly that each patient is special 
and they will go the extra mile to alleviate pain, 
fears, while dealing with the real challenges. The 
nurses are cheerful, proactive and skilled in the 
performance of their tasks. They are sure footed 
and quick to respond. Due to our many days, weeks 
and months at PCMC, I would have these nurses 
imprinted in my memory, their endearing traits, 
wit and humor, and yes, pretty faces, if not for the 
masks, that deprived us seeing them smile.

The manongs that delivered meals were always on 
time. They looked sharp in their chef like uniform 
and were equally ready to greet us as they come 
in with the food trays. Food was always warm 
when served, most dishes were similar to those 
we prepare at home. Hence, there were countless 
guest trays ordered and paid for, when food sent in 
by my daughters and son were yet to arrive.

Indeed, God makes way to help us surpass 
difficulties. And His way is through people, the 
good samaritans we meet. The hospital and long 
confinements are sometimes inevitable, just like 
in our case. At PCMC though, we rate it high for 
patient experience. We are grateful to everyone, 
from top management to the health workers and 
staff. Home is where the heart is, PCMC was a 
home for us for quite some time.

Trusting God and PCMC Team 
for Asia’s healing
By Julita B. Odra | Grandmother of Cancer Patient

The contributing writer with her grandchild, Asia.
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The Philippine Children’s 
Medical Center (PCMC) 
Tambuli, the official 
newsletter of PCMC, 
was reintroduced last 
April 29, 2021, as the 
institution celebrates 
its 41st Anniversary. 
The PCMC Tambuli was 
previously known as LNK 
(Lungsod ng Kabataan) 
Tambuli and has been its 
newsletter since 1980. 


